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Editor’s Note
Thank you, contributors!  We seem to have gotten together a very nice second issue of our Young Israel Newsletter.  Unfortunately, we do not have any typically “Purim-like” articles – the satires, spoofs, and farces that are standard fare.  We could attribute this to the high intellectual caliber of our membership, or we could chalk it up to the absence of any sense of humor on our parts.  Your editor leaves it up to you to make the call.

Meira Forgy (DCF)
Rabbi Silver’s Purim Message
PURIM AS THE PURIFICATION OF THE BODY

In many ways, Purim is the most important day in the Jewish year. When celebrated correctly, the joy of Purim resembles the joy of the time of Moshiach. At that time, the body will also merit seeing Hashem.

The highest form of attachment to Hashem is cleansing the body of all impurities. In this way the body reaches the purpose for which Adam was created. Had Adam never sinned, he would have reached this level. He would not have died. Now that Adam sinned, one can only reach that level by first dying and then being revived at the time of Moshiach. [This is why we hope for the revival of the dead. Why else would anyone want to come back to this world from the eternal paradise of the other world? (see Rabeinu Bachya, Beraishis)] Nowadays one needs all 613 Mitzvos and death at the end of a full life. Then, after some time in Olam Haba, one is ready to attach himself to Hashem. (see Derech Hashem.)

The Mitzvos of Purim point to an element of Techiyas Hamaisim. In these Mitzvos, not only is the spirit involved, but the body is heavily involved as well. This quality of the Mitzvos of our Purim is rooted in the original day of Purim.

At the giving of the Torah, though the Jews said 'We will do and then we will listen', they still had to be coerced by Hashem. He cupped the mountain over them like a barrel and said 'If you accept the Torah, all will be well. But if you do not, there you shall be buried!' One meaning of this is that the spiritual side (Naaseh Venishma) needed to somehow suppress the physical side (by coercion).

On Purim, says the Talmud the Jewish people willingly re-accepted the Torah with love. This situation, where the body accepts the Torah willingly, contains a spark of the light of the days of Moshiach. Then the physical part of body will not block the spiritual side from seeing spirituality. Then Vechol Benei Basar Yikre'u Vishmecha, all 'flesh' will call in Your Name (Alainu prayer).

This is the purpose of our service on Purim. Though we can not actualize the total perfection of our physical bodies before Moshiach comes, we are able to cleanse our bodies, by showing that we willingly accept the Torah with love. If we bear this in mind while fulfilling the Mitzvos that seem to be so physical, we are actually rising to the highest levels. Yes, Purim is the most elevated day in the Jewish year.
Adapted from Ma’archei Lev, Rav Moshe Schwab.

President’s Notes

by Michael Kelsey

At Highmark, I work as an operations consultant, and one of the things that I do is develop reports that highlight an area’s performance effectiveness.  So, it’s only natural that I think about those sorts of things in this role at Young Israel.

There are many ways to measure success of our shul.  To some people, the most important metric is the number of members that are on the shul e-mailing list; to others the shul’s budget being balanced is all that matters.  Still others measure success based upon the brevity of the Rabbi’s Shabbos morning drasha.  (
I’d like to share 3 leading indicators that I think about regularly: 

1) Do we have sponsors for Kiddush on each Shabbos morning?

2) Are we able to do special unique events and classes for our membership?

3) Do we get a minyan regularly in February?

To me, these three metrics indicate how engaged our membership might feel to the shul.  My hope for the shul is that we cultivate a strong sense of community and identity and these are just three ways of expressing those feelings.  When these three items are working well, then our esprit de corps is strong.

Kiddush at our shul is a weekly highlight, and it’s made all the more special when someone(s) decides to share a special moment in their lives with their friends at YI.  Thanks to some recent last-minute sponsorships, we’ve had Kiddush sponsors for every Shabbos that I can recall.  We have sponsors lined up through early April, last I checked.  Of course, much credit goes to Faye Herskowitz who continues to work behind the scenes to ensure that our Kiddushim run smoothly.

Our shul has a long history of innovative programming (see Sherryl May’s history of the shul), and those events can help us build a strong sense of community.  Moreover, they take strong teams of dedicated volunteers to pull off successfully.  

In the past 3 months, we’ve had a slate of great special shul events.  All who came to the Chanukah Party at the Lebovits home had a great time playing games, eating delicious food and catching up with friends.  Our Wine Tasting/New Member Reception was a first and caused quite a buzz in the community.  We were also the first Orthodox synagogue in Squirrel Hill (at least in recent history) to host a Tu B’Shevat Seder, yet another enjoyable and meaningful event.  Don’t take my word for it, speak to someone who attended them.  We’ve also relaunched our shul’s newsletter!  

Our programming team is actively planning more events.  Some upcoming highlights include:

· Shabbat Yerushalayim (late May)

· Our 2nd trip to PNC Park on June 4th
· Annual Father’s Day Pancake Breakfast June 18th
· Shul picnic (tbd)

· And more.

Thank you to everyone who has helped and will help to make these programs happen.

Moreover, Rabbi and Rebbetzin Silver have been tremendously active in offering spiritual leadership and guidance to our membership.  Together they have taught classes on Megillas Koheles, Sefer Yehoshua and the Halachos of Taharas Mishpacha (family purity).  Rebbetzin Silver, Marlene Ross and Marci Bleicher have also started a program for high school girls in the community.  The Daf Yomi continues to have a strong following within our shul and beyond.  It goes without saying that Rabbi Silver’s weekly drashas and questions give each of us food for thought.  Frankly, the Silvers continue to put a tremendous amount of energy into the shul in ways too numerous to list; suffice it to say, we all benefit and are grateful to them for all that they do.  

Finally, I’ve always felt that it takes a little extra dedication to show up to shul on a bitter cold day in February.  Though this winter might have been comparatively mild by historical standards, we have had our share of bitter cold days.  B”H, we’ve enjoyed strong attendance at shul on Shabbos, and recently the morning minyan has been looking stronger, too.  

Now supporting all of these activities are the people who do things for the shul behind the scenes.  Things like cleaning up after Shabbos, leading youth groups, serving as a gabbai, setting up for Kiddush and Shalosh Seudos, taking out the trash, set up a Rabbi’s discretionary account, shoveling the sidewalk, organize a raffle, sending out emails, etc.  Without these people doing these things, our shul simply wouldn’t run smoothly and Kiddush, classes, activities and minyanim couldn’t work well.  To each and every one of you, who help, thank you.

Again, the goal is to create a strong sense of identity and community for our shul.  I want to ensure that we continue to live up to our nickname “The Warmest Shul in Town.”  To me, that means helping everyone feel welcome and comfortable in the shul.  Maybe there are other things that you feel are better indicators of the shul’s well being.  If so, I’d like to hear what they are.  

As always, if there’s anything shul related that you’d like to discuss, please feel free to speak with me at any time.  You can either approach me at shul, or via phone (412-421-5589) or through email (kelseyis@hotmail.com).  

Thank you for being a part of our shul and for contributing to it in your own way.

See you in shul,

Michael

MALBIM

Rabbi Meir Leibush ben Yechiel Michel Weiser (1809-1879)

by Rabbi Shimon Silver
In this column I would like to give a short biographical sketch of some of the ‘names’ I like to quote in my addresses. This year we are studying Malbim on the parsha at our Hashkama Shiur on Shabbos morning.

Malbim lived during the nineteenth century. He is best known as the Rav of Bucharest, Romania. However, he did hold other positions. He was an outspoken opponent of the Reform and Haskalah (Enlightenment) movements. In return members of these movements hounded him wherever they could.

Malbim was born in Poland in Volotchisk. He is most famous for his fearless opposition to the entrenched establishment, specifically when they used their influence to alter the course of Jewish observance. He railed against both Reform/Enlightenment and ‘chanifah’ or flattery, that is, endorsing and validating unjust and morally wrong positions. This is usually done to cull favor in the eyes of the wrongdoer.

As a young man he gained fame as a scholar of note. He was known as a genius. He said of himself that he stopped developing mentally after a specific incident. He was invited to speak in the shul of the Chasam Sofer, who was the elder of Hungarian Jewry at the time. Malbim was then very young, while the Chasam Sofer was already recognized as the leader of his generation. After his talk, Malbim sat down exhausted in the seat of the Chasam Sofer, without thinking whose it was. The Chasam Sofer then arrived, and Malbim realized his mistake. He jumped up but the Chasam Sofer told him to remain in his seat. The words he used were (roughly translated) ‘There you will remain’.  Malbim said that he always felt that he remained at the intellectual level he had reached at that point.

Malbim was a dynamic speaker. This was something new in the traditional rabbinic world. Until that point, this had been one of the advantages claimed by Reform. They trained their rabbis in the art of oratory, while the Orthodox rabbinate concentrated on erudition and piety. Here was a true Orthodox giant who could even speak well. This quality alone threatened the Reform movement.  However, at first they did not realize how threatening it was.

The second unusual quality of Malbim was that he was a ‘baal mikra’ well versed in the Bible. Traditional Orthodox rabbis knew the Bible well, but generally used it for homiletical interpretations, and seemed to shy away from critical readings of the texts. Malbim appeared to side with those who would be ready to render non-traditional interpretations. This also pleased the Reform movement. Little did they know that what Malbim was really able to do was to use the Reform’s methods used to contradict their own teachings. He actually used critical textual reading to support traditional interpretations.

It must be borne in mind that at that time many formerly traditional rabbis crossed over to Reform. Thus, any traditional rabbi who seemed willing to challenge traditions was welcomed by the movement. The Reform had high hopes of the Malbim.

However, once Malbim revealed his true nature the local Maskilim would spare no effort to thwart his plans and to remove his influence. In general the Maskilim were influential in local communal affairs, due to their having found grace in the eyes of the gentile rulers. Haskalah appealed especially to the nouveaux riches. They wanted to be accepted in high society, and gravitated to the movement that helped them hide or water down their conspicuous Jewishness. In time, they created for themselves positions of authority as some form of lay leadership, using heavy donations to buy themselves the honors. They used this power to divert the community towards Reform, whenever they could. They took over governorship of all communal institutions and instituted changes as they saw fit.

Malbim seems to have served as a Dayan on the Bais Din of Bresslau. At the time, Germany was becoming a stormy battleground between the traditional Jews and Reform. Reform had not been officially organized. Haskalah, the movement of Enlightenment started by Moses Mendelssohn and his disciples, was popular among the rich and cultured minority. Orthodoxy was favored by the majority of ordinary Jews. Abraham Geiger, later the leader and founder of modern Reform thinking had tried to join the rabbinate of Bresslau. Malbim, reportedly, fought hard to prevent this. This was probably his first confrontation with Reform and Haskalah. 
[After Malbim left, in 1840, Geiger was indeed appointed Dayan and preacher in Bresslau, and later assumed position of rabbi, but his appointment was never fully recognized by the majority of the community. It was fought by the sitting Rav, who had most of the people on his side.  In 1837 Geiger had convened a meeting of like-minded rabbis to institutionalize reforms. He convened a much more famous convention in Braunschweig, in 1844, to reform the siddur. It was Geiger who rejected the halfway Reform proposals of Zechariah Frankel. He began by calling for minor changes, specifically, abolishing Taanis Bechorim on Erev Pesach, the mourning practices during Sefira, Tashlich, Hoshanos and removal of the Kohanim’s shoes for duchaning. He went on to call for full scale reforms, including major changes in marriage and divorce law and abolishing the laws of Kashrus (a major source of contention between himself and Zunz), and he rejected a call for using Hebrew in shul (speeches etc.), because he held that Jews were simply individuals who practiced the Jewish religion. His approach to Torah was the same as the Bible critics, viewing it as a mere historical document of questionable origin, or as a piece of poetic literature. Malbim had correctly predicted the true nature of this renegade. At the time Geiger was considered an academic, having specialized in Arabic and Syriac and won accolades in the secular universities of Heidelberg and Bonn. He was promoted by the Maskilim, including Rapoport and Zunz, the father of Reform. Malbim, and with him the establishment rabbanim, correctly viewed him as an extremely destructive and corrupting force.]

Malbim was appointed Rav of Wreschen, Posen, where he served from 1838-1845. He then served in Kempen, Prussia, earning him the title ‘Kempener Magid’, until 1860. In that year he published his commentary on Vayikra. Apparently, he was hounded out of town by the local ‘board’. He was then recruited to the rabbinate of Bucharest, ironically, by the local Maskilim. They had heard of his reputation as a baal mikra and thought he would take their side. They soon learned their mistake. He suffered five years there as Rav, fighting an ongoing battle with the local influentials.

The story goes that a Maskil sent Malbim a pig as Mishloach Manos on Purim. Malbim sent back a picture of himself. The Maskil later asked Malbim what he meant by his response. “Simple”, said the Malbim, “you sent me an image of yourself, so I sent back one of myself!”
His sharp wit, outspokenness and brilliance proved too much for the Maskilim. They resorted to the lowest form of treachery. They informed on him to the government, accusing him of treason. The slander worked, and he was arrested in the middle of delivering a Shabbos sermon. He was sentenced to death. At the last minute, Sir Moses Montefiore interceded with the king of Romania and the sentence was reduced to exile. He was exiled in a dung cart, overnight, and unceremoniously dumped at the border.  At this time he seems to have spent some time in Paris, where one of his works was published.

He was next appointed as Rav of Lunschitz, where he served until 1878. At that point, his community was torn by strife between the new reformers and the old traditional Jews. Malbim apparently resigned, or was thrown out again. He moved to Chersan, from where he was called on to serve as Rav of Mohilev. However, the Maskilim informers acted very quickly and before twenty-four hours were up he was sentenced to be exiled from all parts of Russia. He then traveled to Koenigsberg in Prussia. The New York Jews wished to appoint him chief rabbi of New York but his acquaintances prevented him from traveling due to his age. He was invited to serve as Rav of Krementchug, but on the way, while in Kiev, his strength gave out. He died on Rosh Hashana in the year 1879.

His works include Artzos Hachaim, a classic in Halachic literature on the laws of Tzitzis and Tefilin. This was published in Breslau in 1837 (when Malbim was 28 years old!). It seems to have been written on more parts of Orach Chaim (the first section of Shulchan Aruch, dealing with everyday law) but was never published.  Another work, published in Paris in 1867, Mashal Umelitza, deals with flattery.

Malbim is best known today for his work on Tanach. His commentary ranks among the great Meforshim, alongside those of the Rishonim. These are the great works of the scholars of the times of Rashi and his followers, a few hundred years his senior. The objective of his works is to show how the interpretations of the Talmud and Midrashim are to be found in the verses themselves. There are grammatical nuances that beg to be interpreted as something more beneath the surface. Usually, he begins with some simple questions on the plain meaning of the text. There follows an intricate explanation, drawing on common sense, and sometimes scientific or historical knowledge, which gives the entire passage a new look.

It is said that his first commentary was that on Esther. In it he reveals the plot in an engaging new way. All the ideas suggested by Chaza’l are to be found between the lines and indeed in a critical observation of the narrative itself. At the same time the characters involved take shape as real people, replete with agenda of their own and methods to promote them. The entire story involves multiple levels of court intrigue. The simple text as we know it was written to flatter Achashverosh, but when Mordechai recorded it, he had Divine Inspiration. He was able to hide the truth in clever grammatical twists. Thus in our generation we have a complete picture of the events. The Torah Sheb’al Peh of Chaza’l comes to life in a narrative that reads like a thriller.

The commentary on Tanach was published over the course of his life, starting in his youth. The commentary on Shir Hashirim was published in 1839. The last volumes seem to have been published in 1874. The Chofetz Chaim is reputed to have boasted to his visitors, as he showed them his copy, “I bought this from the author himself!”
Malbim was unafraid to sound scientific, but makes it very clear that his sources are all to be found in the Scriptures and Midrashim. For example, in describing the terminology used by the Torah for the fourth and fifth days, he describes an ascending order of life forms. He explains how the different terms apply to various forms of creation. Sometimes, G-d forms a higher form out of a lower form, giving it more abilities. This makes the entire hypothesis of Darwin, which was actually published around the same time (The Origin of Species, 1859) seem to be close but off the mark. Of course, Darwin did not leave much room for ‘intelligent design’ either.  In describing the ‘nefilim’, usually translated as ‘fallen angels’, of the times of the flood, Malbim describes the origins of mythology. Using the unusual language of the verse, he shows that all ancient mythology began at the time of the flood. In fact, the flood was precipitated by this behavior of extraordinary mortals who claimed divinity due to their physical or intellectual strength. He goes on to show how all ancient cultures that have a legend of ‘sons of the gods’ in their history can be traced back to this. He stops short of including Christianity, but leaves little to the imagination.

The commentary of Rav Samson Raphael Hirsch seems to have drawn on Malbim, along with Hakesav Vehakabalah (R. Yaakov Mecklenberg, a colleague of Malbim in Koenigsberg) and Ramban. Any serious study of Tanach, these days, must include some Malbim.

A sample: We say every morning in the Yehi Ratzon that Hashem is ‘gomail chasadim tovim’, bestows good kindnesses. The same expression appears in the first Brocha of Shemone Esrei. What are ‘good’ kindnesses? Are there also bad kindnesses?

We can answer this with a simple but deep interpretation of the Malbim in Tehilim 63:4. G-d’s kindness in giving us the gift of life is different from any kindness done by anyone else. Any other kindness is not good in and of itself, but is good in that the results of the kindness are constructive and good. It is a means to an end. For example, a human ruler who grants clemency and allows a convict to live has done him a kindness. The good is the life that comes of the clemency. With G-d, however, the kindness is an end itself. The life that is granted is merely a means with which to praise G-d for His kindness. Without life one cannot offer this praise. Thus, the life is the means and the kindness the end. This is good kindness.

The story is told that when the Malbim was houded out of one of his positions by the Maskilim, he was escorted out of town by his faithful community. After his carriage had already gone some distance, surrounded by the saddened Jews, he exhorted them to go back to town and leave him to his journey. They begged him for one last speech. He agreed and said the following:

“In Kiddush Levanah we say ‘David Melech Yisroel Chai Vekayam, David king of Israel is alive and well!  But is he? What do we mean? Said Malbim: In his lifetime, David was pursued relentlessly by his enemies. They defamed and slandered him, they tried to disgrace him, and they even tried to kill him. But we barely know the names of these enemies, let alone any of their own accomplishments. But David ... we have his entire book of Tehilim. We use it every day, all the time, in pain and in joy. David lives on forever. In the same way, mark my words, in a hundred years no-one will remember the names of my enemies, the people who tried to destroy me. But my name will be remembered, and my works will be read and studied all over the world, -- forever.”
REMINDER – MEMORIAL LECTURE

COMMEMORATING THE SIXTH YARTZEIT OF 

RABBI KEHOS WEISS OB”M

IS JUDAISM PSYCHOLOGICALLY SOUND?

JEWISH GUILT, SELF ESTEEM, AND LOVE

delivered by
Rabbi Dr. Reuven P. Bulka

Tuesday evening March 21 2006

22 Adar 5766

7:30 P.M. 

Congregation Poale Zedeck – Schwartz Social Hall

Phillips and Shady Avenues

Refreshments following Lecture

Eulogy:  Rabbi Kehos Weiss (A’H)
at the Dedication of the Young Israel Sanctuary

March 2001

By Dr. Alexander Kott

Editor’s note:  This talk was given in the Young Israel social hall in honor of Rabbi Weiss’s first yartzheit.  In it Alex Kott reminisces about the many kindnesses that Rabbi Weiss extended to him and to his wife Leah.  The Kotts were young Soviet Refusniks who came to this country with their baby son Ilya (now called Eliohu).  They thrived here in Pittsburgh, where they acquired university degrees and where their eleven younger children were born.  Their move to Silver Spring, Maryland a few years ago was a great loss to the Young Israel family.  
I have tried to retain the cadences of Alex’s speech while conforming to standard American style as much as possible.  Any inaccuracies herein are mine.  -- DCF

I have the honor of speaking on this occasion, in which we are dedicating a modest sanctuary of a small shul, in honor and in memory of a great man, Rabbi Kehos Weiss.  A great man and a small shul.  A humble sanctuary and a great soul.  Is this not a dissonance of a sort?  A mismatch?  A disproportion?

It happened once that I came to shul early… and saw Rabbi Weiss shlepping one of those endless boxes of supplies that he used to take care of, and which fact is so sad to remember now… and I thought of the famous medrash about Moshe and the lamb.  The medrash says that once Moshe, who was working as a shepherd at the time, picked up a tired lamb and carried it on his shoulders.  For this reason, Hashem selected Moshe as the leader of the Jewish people, the leader of incomparable greatness, who would lead the chosen nation in some of the most earth-shattering events in the history of the entire world.

When I first heard this story, years ago, being the homo Sovieticus that I had been brought up to be, full of infinite skepticism and suspicion, I was uncomfortable.  It just sounded so much like the sweet, rosy stories that I had been fed in my youth, about the great compassionate leaders of the proletarian land.  This was a story that was hard for me to understand.  Come on, here is a small lamb, of which there are hundreds in a big herd of animals.  How does it show the leadership qualities?  And compassion – many people have compassion, but how does that qualify them for leadership?

But when I say Rabbi Weiss shlepping that box on his shoulder, I thought that perhaps I saw a perspective on the story that makes it easier even for me to appreciate.  Moshe was a great man and there was no question about that.  Yet a true test of his greatness was this:  Can this great man be fully attentive, and compassionate, and dedicated to the small things, like that pathetic lamb?

The greatness of a truly great man includes the ability to see great importance and enormous G-dly value in seemingly small events and small things where others see only inconvenient, unnecessary chores and insignificance.

Rabbi Weiss nurtured this small shul; he built it and made it possible.  He carried it on his big shoulders.

If a great man dedicated so much effort, such a large part of his life, for so many years, to this shul, the sanctuary of which we are dedicating to him today, should not we try to do at least a fraction of what he did?

Although we are dedicating today the sanctuary, and properly so, most of us probably had the most opportunities to talk to Rabbi Weiss and to hear him in this room, or in its equivalent in our old building.  Rabbi Weiss would sit at the head of the table, in that corner, and would often tell stories.  It is interesting to recall that many of the stories that he liked to tell again and again were about people and communities around Pittsburgh, about small Jewish communities in small remote towns around Pittsburgh, communities and shuls that are no longer there, and about simple Jews who are no longer with us.

There was something very warm and special about this attitude, his amazing connectedness with the entire community, this amazing empathy for small people and small shuls that are gone.  There was a profound aspect to it.  Rabbi Weiss could have lived in a big city and been a big rabbi in a big shul.  But he was sent by the (Lubavicher) Rebbe to fulfill his unique and big mission here in this smaller community, smaller shul.  He was a great man, with a great mission, and truly great men know the greatness of their task, even if it is carried out in a seemingly small shul, small community, with simple people.  He knew the greatness of it all, and he had a great love for these profoundly great but seemingly modest tasks.

It is hard to think of another man who personally provided such a great amount of personal assistance to so many simple people, with the greatest humility and with the smallest amount of display and fanfare, and with the smallest possible awareness on the part of other people.  No, this is not a dissonance, this is not a mismatch.  This is the sign of true greatness.  The greatness that brings to mind the story of the great Moshe Rabbeinu and the small lamb.  

My family and I are among that great number of small people who owe debt to the unassuming, quiet help of Rabbi Weiss.  I am sure that many, many people can tell stories about Rabbi Weiss’s help and influence in their lives.  I will tell you one of those small stories that all together add up to the greatness of the man.
Now, everybody already heard the story of how our family 20 years ago simply sort of settled in Rabbi Weiss’s house and did not have a clue as to what to do next, and how he found for us the first place that we could call home.  I will tell you a related story about how Rabbi Weiss helped us to acquire our first American mattresses.  Yes, mattresses, and by the way nobody should ever think that a mattress is a small matter.

You see, our new home was a nice place, but it did not have much furniture.  So Rabbi Weiss suggested that we should at least buy ourselves beds.  Being hardy Russian souls, young and hard-boiled by our recent experiences and not having any money, I told him, “No.  No need mattress.  Sleep floor.”  We even had sleeping bags prepared so that we could do this.

(Alex goes on to describe how Rabbi Weiss took him to a department store, got him credit, and had him buy mattresses, all new experiences to the younger man.  Ed.)

I am sure Rabbi Weiss had many more important things to do that night than shlepp me around with those silly mattresses and to explain to me what a box spring is… but he was a great man, and the greatness of a truly great man includes his ability to give from his great heart and his great kindness to seemingly small things.

May this modest dedication if the shul that Rabbi Weiss carried on his shoulders be counted Above as a humble sign of our great debt to the great neshama of Rabbi Weiss, and may it be well received in those higher spheres where the true value of all is known better.

Memories of the Beginning of Young Israel of Pittsburgh

by Sherryl May

(Part of this article appeared in the ad journal for the dinner in honor of the 25th anniversary of the shul.)

       My husband Jerry and I moved to Pittsburgh in the late summer of 1974. We went to PZ once and decided that is was not for us. We started davening at the old Chofetz Chaim shul on Beacon Street (which was torn down to make room for an expansion of Giant Eagle’s parking lot)  The shul was a small congregation mostly made up of senior citizens and Bnei Akiva kids. We went to the home of Henry and Irma Hausdorff for lunch on Rosh Hashona.

        At lunch, Henry spoke about the idea of starting a new shul which was small and friendly. We told Henry that we would be interested in joining such a shul if it were created. A few weeks later, we got a letter in the mail stating that the first meeting of a new shul called ‘the Minyan’ would be on Shabbos Bereishis 1974 at the old Lubavitch building on Wightman Street.

             The Minyan was a small and very interesting group of people (about the size of a minyan). Many of the members were students or young married couples. Some of the people who came to the Minyan were:


- Rabbi Kehos Weiss (A’H’) and Rebettzin Miriam Weiss and children, 



- Henry and Irma Hausdorff and children, 


- Seymour (A’H) and Sally Weiss and children, 



- Neil and Phyllis Nissel and children, 



- Elliot and Donna Katz and children, 



- Shelly and Robert Nutkiss, 



- Sue and Gerson Silver and son, Aaron (A’H)  


- Sylvia Lenoff, 


- Stanley Fireman, 


- Mike Kentor, 


- Michael and Carol Bierman and family, 


- Joe and Betty Berger and family, 


- David and Marilyn Enock and family.

             The davening started at 8:00 AM and ended by 10:00 AM (our 

agreement with Lubavitch was that we could use their shul as long as 

were out by 10:00 AM (when their regular davening started). Rabbi Kehos 

Weiss (A’H) lained  the torah for us.


Davening was short and pleasant (it couldn’t be too long because we 

had to be done by 10:00 AM). After davening we went to the home of one 

of our members for kiddush. One of our members gave a dvar torah about 

the weekly parsha. (We had some interesting -- and sometimes heated -- 
discussions about the parsha).

           Several people asked if we could start at 9:00 AM instead of at 8:00 AM. In order to do that, we had to change locations. In September, 1975 we moved to the Farband (Labor Zionist) building on Forbes and Denniston Aves. At one of our shul meetings, we decided to affiliate with the National Council of Young Israel.

        We davened there for about a year.  It was very interesting that we were an Orthodox minyan meeting in the ‘Labor Zionist’ building which is, as I understand, an anti-religious organization.

One of the first activities we did as a shul was a lot of fun for us.  At that time there was no shomer Shabbat bakery in Pittsburgh. We negotiated with a shomer Shabbat bakery in Cleveland.  We took orders by telephone from customers in Pittsburgh for products from that bakery. Every Thursday evening people from the bakery would put the ordered goods on a Greyhound bus bound for Pittsburgh.  One of our members met the bus in Pittsburgh. Then the baked goods were unloaded and distributed to customers. It was sort of amazing that we had to  import baked goods to Pittsburgh from Cleveland. This was the only way that some people could get shomer Shabbat baked goods in Pittsburgh at that time.

However, in the end, we had similar problems to those that we have now. On Simchat Torah 1976, we got only nine men for davening by 10 AM, so those nine men had to daven elsewhere. We realized that we had to change something in order to continue as a viable congregation.


Negotiations were begun to continue our congregation by merging with the Polish shul  (Shaare Zedeck Anshe Polin) one of the oldest congregations in Squirrel  Hill. It was a perfect match – we had the people for a shul, but we didn’t have a building; they had a building, but only a few people were left in their shul. So in December 1976 the two congregations merged to create Young Israel of Pittsburgh- Shaare Zedeck congregation.

New Members

We’d like to welcome our new members who have joined in the past 6 months:

Dr. and Mrs. Ari and Marci Bleicher

Rabbi and Mrs. Yale and Bayla Butler

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Goodkind and Robin Knee

Drs. Frank Lieberman and Beverly Barkon

Dr. David Mizrachi

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry and Smadar Parness

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Yael Schwartz

Welcome to the Young Israel family!

Dedication Opportunities

When our kehilla moved into this building nearly 12 years ago, the leadership offered several opportunities to dedicate special places in the building.  Many individuals took advantage of those opportunities, and you can see plaques around the shul to that effect.  However, a recent inventory showed that many good places remain available for a dedication.

A dedication is a great opportunity to recognize someone special in your life.  Whether it’s in honor of a rabbi or one’s children, or in memory of a loved one, this is a chance to express that feeling and at the same time help Young Israel.

Below is a list of some of the opportunities within the shul’s davening area that remain available for dedication.  The dollar figures are merely suggestions and negotiable; the pledge may be paid over multiple years.  In addition you can pay on a monthly or quarterly plan.

Mezuzas (multiple)
$180-360

Bookcase (multiple)
$500

Atomic Clock
(1)
$180

Mechitza section (3)
$900 

Rabbi’s Shtender
$1800

Benches

$180-360

Bulletin Boards
$360

Please consider making a dedication at Young Israel.

Thank You, Contributors!

by Ginger Corcos

Sincere thanks to the following recent contributors:

Mr. and Mrs. Joshua Rosman

Dr. and Mrs. Noah Bass

Dr. and Mrs. Ed Ross

Mrs. Zehava Unger

Rev. Moshe Taube

Michael and Raquel May

Mr. and Mrs. Martin Ross

Mr. and Mrs. Marty Stein

Rabbi M. Rosenberg

Dr. and Mrs. Aaron Kohane

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Berger

Mr. and Mrs. John Earnest

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Stein

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Kelsey

Mr. Milton May

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Stern

Dr. and Mrs. Jerry and Smadar Parness

Dr. and Mrs. Itmar and Yikara Levari

Mr. and Mrs. Danny and Shayna Shaw

Mr. Dovid Lebovits

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Kentor

Rabbi Shimon B. Weiss and Family

Mr. Barry Faigen

Mr. Henry Herskowitz

Mr. and Mrs. Allen Goodkind

Dr. Alex Kott and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Daniel Marcus

Mr. and Mrs. Nizan Lebovich

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Rosenberg

Meira Forgy

Dr. and Mrs. Morris Kelsey

Essays: Why I Like Young Israel
First Essay
by John Earnest

1. being close enough to touch the Torah 3 times a week and getting frequent Aliyahs'

2. knowing who is walking behind you to "daven" by the sound of his footsteps 

3. a sit down kiddush evey week, many people stay and socialize 

4. coming together for holiday meals at the shul 

5. classes by Rabbi Silver 

6. the commitment by the many members that allows the shul to function (setting up kiddush, cooking , cleaning) 

7. young boys being able to do "brochot" and "yigdal"

8. the best seudah schlishee in town

9. the many meals provided for new baby arrivals 

10. the warm feeling davening in a small shul 

11. the noise the kids make that keep the shul alive 

12. the constant presence of Rav Kehas Weiss

Second Essay
by Heidi Leibovich

Prior to coming to Young Israel of Pittsburgh, my husband and I had not been committed to any one shul.  We had just moved to Squirrel Hill from New York, and were enjoying the eclectic nature of Pittsburgh’s Orthodox community.  In fact, much of the thought process behind which shul to attend any particular Shabbos centered around where we had been invited to lunch.  It wasn’t a bad way to approach things; we met a lot of wonderful people in the community at large and ate a lot of great meals.  However, our strategy did not lend itself to making a commitment to any one shul.  When Aviva Kelsey invited me to Young Israel (and lunch) one Shabbos during the summer of 2002, I looked forward to meeting new people, but assumed that I would move on again the following week.  However, something about my experience that Shabbos caused me to pause, return, and eventually make that commitment.  Maybe it was when I was welcomed personally during the announcements.  Perhaps it was intimate nature of the shul itself.  Or maybe it was how I observed a group of individuals relating to each other like a larger family during Kiddush.  Or it might be the many aspects of the Young Israel that are understood through experience rather than description.  Now that we have children,  being a part of a community is more important than ever and for us, Young Israel is the definition of community.  
Book Review 
by Leslie Itskowitz
Tuesdays With  Morrie by Mitch Albom

President’s Intro:

Thank you to Leslie Itskowitz for writing a first book review for our newsletter.  If you have read something that you’d like to share, please let me know for next time.  After all, reading is a wonderful way to help clarify some of the tough questions in life, and hopefully even find some answers.

If you haven’t read the book, borrow a copy; if you have, a re-read is quite worthwhile. In fact, some people say that they take it out and read it at least once a year for guidance. This book by Mitch Albom is the story of a renewed friendship and weekly dialogue between student and teacher during the last period of that teacher’s life, as he struggles through the debilitation of ALS. 


A sports broadcaster and writer who ran through airports with laptop and cell phone, Albom learns to ask the important questions about life and to re-evaluate his own priorities. Soon he leaves the cell phone at home when he flies into Boston for his ongoing lessons with the man he calls” Coach”, and comes to understand why Morrie Schwartz, his former Brandeis professor, can continue to find meaning and pleasure in his increasingly difficult routine and daily struggle. 


A normally active and productive teacher, Morrie begins to notice signs of the illness, as he stumbles while walking and experiences other incapacitation. The disease progresses rapidly, he retires, and faces the final period of his life. “When all this started, I asked myself, ”Am I going to withdraw from the world, like most people do, or am I going to live?’ I decided I’m going to live—or at least try to live—the way I want, with dignity, with courage, with humor, with composure.” 


As Morrie implements this plan, Mitch flies back and forth from Detroit to Boston, always on Tuesdays, for these men are “Tuesday people”.  Mitch learns the most important lessons from his old teacher. When Morrie asks his former student about life, he poses four questions. 

--
Have you found someone to share your heart with?

--
Are you giving to the community?

--
Are you at peace with yourself?

--
Are you trying to be as human as you can be?


The reader comes away from this short, sweet, funny and touching book with a new understanding of the way a teacher can influence his students, of how attitude can make a difference, and how one man faced his death surrounded by loved ones, music, and nature, and with consummate grace.

Tu B’Shevat Seder
By Robin Knee

Fragrances of fruit and vegetarian delights filled Young Israel of Pittsburgh's social hall on Sunday evening, February 12 as members and guests gathered to celebrateTu B'Shevat. 

The seder followed the Aish HaTorah Tu B'Shevat Haggadah. Our spiritual leader, Rabbi Shimon Silver, enhanced the festivities with his explanations and commentary on the holiday. Member Allan Goodkind served as Master of Ceremonies.

After we drank the ceremonial four cups of grape juice, going from pure white to pure red, and partook of fruits symbolic of Eretz Yisroel, we enjoyed a delicious vegetarian dinner prepared by members of the shul.

Michael Kelsey, shul president, thanked Marlene Ross, Chair of Programming, as well as everyone who contributed to the success of the evening.
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